


O LORD, our Lord, how majestic Is your name in
all the earth! You have set your glory above the
heavens. 2 From the lips of children and infants
you have ordained praise because of your
enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. °
When | consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of -
~him, the son of man that you care for him? > You
- made him a little lower than the heavenly beings




and crowned him with glory and honor. © You
made him ruler over the works of your hands; you
put everything under his feet: 7 all flocks and
herds, and the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of
the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the
paths of the seas. ° O LORD, our Lord, how
majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8, NIV)




a refrain : “O Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your
name in all the earth!” (8:1a)

b guestion : in light of Yahweh'’s glory (hod) in
his creation of the heavens and in the works of your
fingers, of what value is humankind to Yahweh? (8:1b-4)

b’ answer : humankind is valuable because
Yahweh has given them glory (k b6d) and has put them
In charge of “the works of your hands (8:5-8)

a’ refrain: : “O Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your
name in all the earth!” (8:9)




For He did not subject to angels the world to come,
concerning which we are speaking. ° But one has testified
somewhere, saying, "WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU
REMEMBER HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 7 "YOU HAVE MADE
HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE
ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY
AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE
WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 8 YOU HAVE PUT ALL
THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in
subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not



subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things
subjected to him. ® But we do see Him who was made for
a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus,
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and

honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death
for everyone. (Heb 2:5-9, NIV)



The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (Rom 16:20,
NIV)

| will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who
claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars-- | will
make them come and fall down at your feet and
acknowledge that | have loved you. (Rev. 3:9, NIV)






5. What DoWeBring to the Text?
6. The Historical-Cultural Context
/. The Literary Context

8. Word Studies

9. Bible Translations




“Interpretational Reflex” - Review

—Qur tendency is to fill in the gaps In
the biblical texts with information
from our own background and
experience.

—Qur cultural background can create
a world of possible and impossible
meanings for a biblical text before
we even study the text.



Interaction

Theological

Convictions
and

Practices



“Presuppositions” - Review

— Total objectivity is impossible for any reader,
but this is not our goal.

— Christians have faith commitments (what we
call presuppositions) that do not change each
time we study the Bible (in contrast to
preunderstanding).

— What are some evangelical presuppositions
about the Bible?



“Your Interpretative Baggage?”




Historical-Cultural Context

e |Introduction

— To grasp God’s Word, we must understand
the meaning of the text in its context.

— Two major forms of context:

o Literary context

 Historical-cultural context (or “background”)



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— God did not choose to speak directly to
everybody at all times and all cultures.

— God chose to speak through the human
writers of Scripture to address the real-life
needs of people at particular times in a
particular culture.

— We must listen to God’s message (or interpret)
In a way that honors how God chose to
communicate.



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— We study the historical-cultural context to see
what God was saying to the biblical audience.

— This time-bound message contains eternally
relevant theological principles that we can
discover and apply to our lives.



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— Historical-cultural context
gives us ewindow  into
God’s original meaning as
reflected in the text.




Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— Once we understand the meaning of the text
In its original context, we can apply that
meaning to our lives in ways that will be just
as relevant.

— Guiding principle:
For our interpretation of any biblical text to

be valid, it must be consistent with the
historical-cultural context of that text.



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— We must determine what a text meant in “their
town” before we can determine what it means
and how we should apply it in “our town.”

— Biblical writer
 Who was the author?
 What was his background?
 When did he write?
« What was the nature of his ministry?

 What kind of relationship did he have with his
audience?

 Why was he writing?



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— Biblical audience
* Who was the biblical audience?
 \What were their circumstances?
 How was their relationship to God?

 What kind of relationship did they have with each
other?

 What was happening at the time the book was
written?



Why bother with historical-cultural context?

— Other background elements
e Social

Religious

Political

Economic

Geographical



Dangers associated with studying background
— Not studying historical-cultural context at all

— Getting bad information

— Focusing on background
matters to the neglect of
meaning and application




Conclusion

— Studying historical-cultural context is only a
tool to help us grasp God’s Word.

— Some people are convinced that background
studies are tedious ways of making the Bible
less relevant.

— We have found the opposite to be true.
Knowing the historical-cultural context makes
the passage explode with relevance—
sometimes more than we can take.






Let’s Apply using John 7:37-39

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus
stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone Is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him."
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus
had not yet been glorified. (NIV)



Consider the following:

Feast of Tabernacles was designed:

— to be a memorial of the wilderness wanderings, when
the people dwelt in booths (Lev. 23:43), and...

— to be a harvest thanksgiving (Neh. 8:9-18).



The Jews, at a later time, introduced two
appendages to the original festival:

— That of drawing water from the Pool of Siloam, and
pouring it upon the altar (John 7:2, 37), as a memorial
of the water from the rock in Horeb;

— And of lighting the lamps at night, a memorial of the
pillar of fire by night during their wanderings.



Additionally, observe the following regarding the
analogy of water and the “age to come™:

— Isa. 44:3, Ez. 36:25-27 (Gift of the Spirit)
— Isa. 12:3, 58:11 (Messianic Blessings)






