


Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 
be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and 
do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be 
so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon 
as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the 
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove



and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17, NIV)



The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit 
of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the LORD… (Is. 11:2, NIV)

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen 
one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him 
and he will bring justice to the nations. (Is. 42:1, 
NIV)



I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to 
me, You are my Son; today I have become your 
Father. (Ps. 2:7, NIV)

“We tell you the good news: What God promised 
our fathers 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, 
by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second 
Psalm: “‘You are my Son; today I have become 
your Father.’” (Acts 13:33-34, NIV)





The Role of the Holy Spirit

•• IntroductionIntroduction

–– Playing an instrument Playing an instrument 
means you will one day means you will one day 
think less about mechanics think less about mechanics 
and begin to enjoy the and begin to enjoy the 
wonder and beauty of the wonder and beauty of the 
musical piece.musical piece.

– The role of the Spirit takes us 
beyond steps and procedures to 
the dynamic nature of 
relationship.



The Spirit as divine author 

Holy Spirit’s work of bringing believers to understand and receive 
the truth of Scripture. An ongoing work.

Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of the human authors 
of Scripture with the result that they wrote what God wanted to 
communicate (2 Tim. 3:16). A finished work.



– The Spirit and the Word work together and must 
never be set over against one another.

– The Spirit-inspired Word of God stands above 
personal experience and community tradition. 

– The Spirit does not add new meaning to the 
Bible; instead, he helps believers understand 
and apply the meaning that he inspired in the 
first place.



Can we grasp God’s Word apart from the Spirit?

– “Yes” – cognitive grasp of basic grammatical 
and historical content

– “Yes, but only to a degree”
• Sin affects the whole person, including the mind
• Unbelieving preunderstanding
• Understanding the meaning of a text involves more 

than just taking in information 



– “No” – grasping involves accepting the message 
of the Bible in a personal, experiential way

“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that 
come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, 
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14

Cognitive Discerning
Dimension Truth

Application

Holy Spirit’s Role



The Spirit and the Christian interpreter  

– The Spirit does expect 
us to use our minds, 
proper interpretive 
methods, and good 
study helps to interpret 
the Bible accurately.

– The Spirit does not
make valid 
interpretations 
automatic—no 
“autopilot 
interpretation.”



– The Spirit does not create new meaning or 
provide new, secret information.

– The Spirit does help us grasp the meaning of 
God’s Word by discerning theological principles 
and applying them to our lives.

– The Spirit does not change the Bible to suit our 
purposes or to match our circumstances.



– The Spirit does bring the meaning of the Bible to 
bear on our lives.

• Convicts us that the Bible is divinely inspired
• Impresses on us the full meaning of the Scriptures
• Works in our hearts so that we accept its message

“The Spirit’s work in interpretation is not to change the sense       
[the meaning of the text] but to restore us to our senses.”

—Kevin Vanhoozer



–– The The Spirit often uses  Spirit often uses  
and 
to encourage growth  
to spiritual maturity. 

devotional reading

prayer 

Focus less on analysis of details  
and more on a personal, 
intimate time of listening to the 
Lord with your heart. 



Conclusion 

– Methods and procedures are important (no 
“spiritual” switch we can flip where God does 
all the interpreting for us)

– But there is a real danger of over-
intellectualizing what it means to communicate 
with God.

– As you study, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
work in you so that you can enter into the 
heavenly conversation. 



Application

•• IntroductionIntroduction
–– As As we cross the we cross the 

principlizingprinciplizing bridge we bridge we 
are ready to apply the are ready to apply the 
meaning of the text in meaning of the text in 
our town.our town.

–– Grasping God’s Word = understanding + Grasping God’s Word = understanding + 
obedienceobedience

–– We We cannot apply the Bible without understanding cannot apply the Bible without understanding 
it,  but we can know the Bible without applying it.it,  but we can know the Bible without applying it.



– Knowing how to apply a biblical text � the 
subject of this chapter.

– Actually applying a biblical text � up to you.

– God’s goal is our transformation (actual 
application)

– When we come to the point of truly grasping 
God’s Word, we will find God’s Word grasping 
us.



Meaning and application 

– Meaning – what the author intended to 
communicate when he wrote the text. Meaning 
will be same for all Christians.

– Application – the response of the reader to the 
author’s meaning communicated in the text. 
Application will vary from Christian to Christian.

– Question – “What does this passage mean and 
how do I apply this meaning to my life?”



How to apply meaning 

I am not saying this because I am in need, for I 
have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength. 
(Philippians 4:11-13, NIV)



How to apply meaning 

1 – Grasp the text in their town by summarizing 
the original situation (historical-cultural context) 
and the meaning of the text for the biblical 
audience.

Paul told the Philippians that he had learned to be content in a variety 
of difficult circumstances through Christ, who gives him strength.



Paul is an imprisoned apostle. We are not. Neither are we members of 
the Philippian church. But we are members of Christ’s body, the 
church, and we are under the same covenant. In addition, many of us 
experience difficult situations as we seek to live out our faith. The river 
is narrow.

2 – Measure the width of the river. What are the 
differences between the biblical situation and our 
situation? 



3 – Cross the principlizing bridge. List the 

theological principle communicated by the text.

Believers can learn to be content in a variety of circumstances through 
Christ, who gives them strength.

or

Christ will give believers strength to be content in a variety of trying 
circumstances that come as a result of following him faithfully.



4 – Grasping the Text in Our Town.
a.  Observe how the principles address the 

situation. Note the key elements present in the 
intersection.

Element 1 – A Christian (Paul)

Element 2 – A Christian who is experiencing a variety of trying 
circumstances as a result of following Christ faithfully

Element 3 – Christ will give the Christian strength to endure    
whatever the circumstances 



Parallel situation = contains all the key elements 

b.  Discover a parallel situation in 
contemporary life.



c.  Make your applications specific

• Real-world scenarios or contemporized stories

- Faithful to the meaning of the text and

- Relevant to the contemporary audience 

Are all the key elements present in your scenario or story? 



Conclusion  

– God’s Word remains relevant for every 
generation.

–– We are learning to study the Bible not just to We are learning to study the Bible not just to 
learn more about God, but to know and love learn more about God, but to know and love 
God more.God more.

–– Grasping God’s Word = understanding + Grasping God’s Word = understanding + 
obedienceobedience



WLC 5

What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God 
requires of man.




