


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him who brings good news, who publishes peace, 
who brings good news of happiness, who 
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” (Isaiah 52:7, NIV)



The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
because the LORD has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a crown 
of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness



instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for 
the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the 
ancient ruins and restore the places long 
devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that 
have been devastated for generations. 5 Aliens 
will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work 
your fields and vineyards. 6 And you will be called 
priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers



of our God. You will feed on the wealth of 
nations, and in their riches you will boast. 7

Instead of their shame my people will receive a 
double portion, and instead of disgrace they will 
rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit 
a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy 
will be theirs. 8 “For I, the LORD, love justice; I 
hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will 
reward them and make an everlasting covenant 
with them. 9 Their descendants will be known



among the nations and their offspring among the 
peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that 
they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 10 I 
delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in 
my God. For he has clothed me with garments of 
salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head 
like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout 
come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so



the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations. (Isaiah 
61:1-11, NIV)



The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 
written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 20 Then he 
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the



synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he 
began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:17-21, NIV)





The Interpretive Journey
New Testament

14. Letters
15. Gospels 
16. Acts 
17. Revelation 

Unit 4



NT – Gospels 

•• IntroductionIntroduction
–– GospelGospel �� “good news” “good news” 

–– Four Gospels Four Gospels �� fourfour different versions of the                                                    different versions of the                                                    
oneone story of Jesusstory of Jesus
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– Gospels in the NT 

Gospels  47%                                             
Acts 13%                                                              

Paul’s Letters 23%                                            
General Letters 10%                                      

Revelation 7%

– Two main concerns:

1. What are the Gospels? (literary genre)
2. How should we read the Gospels?



What are the Gospels?

– Stories   

– Stories of Jesus drawn from the personal 
experience of his followers, especially his 
apostles

– But different from modern biographies
• Do not cover the whole life of Jesus
• Often arrange events and sayings topically rather 

than chronologically
• Give a lot of attention to the last week of Jesus’ life
• Do not include a detailed psychological analysis of 

Jesus



– Gospels are ancient biographies rather than 
modern biographies

• Not obsessed with strict chronological sequencing
• Variation in wording
• Variation in order of events

– Christ-centered or Christological biography



– Two purposes of the Gospel writers:

1.  To tell individual stories of Jesus 
2.  Through the individual stories of Jesus, to say something 

important to their readers



How should we read the Gospels?

– Our method of reading the Gospels must 
match the means God used to inspire them.

– Here we turn the two purposes of the Gospel 
writers into two interpretive questions:

1. What is the main message of this particular story?
2.  What is the Gospel writer trying to say to his readers by the way 

he connects the smaller stories?



Episode 1 Episode 2 Episode 3

What is this episode 
telling us about Jesus?

What is this episode 
telling us about Jesus?

What is this episode 
telling us about Jesus?

Episodes 1, 2, and 3

What is the Gospel writer trying to communicate to his readers by the 
way he connects these stories together?



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

• Gospel was written around 65 A.D. in Italy.

• The Gospel is written as a result of the 
persecution by Nero following the fire 
which devastated Rome in A.D. 64. 

• Mark wrote to support the church in that 
life situation of suffering and persecution. 



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

• Of the 661 verses in Mark, more than 200 
deal with miracle stories--stories which 
show him to be the One who acts in the 
power of God; the One in whom the 
Kingdom has come.



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

• Astonishment
– “amazed” - 1:22; 2:12; 5:42; 6:2, 51; 7:37; 

10:26; 11:18
– “marvel” - 12:11; 5:20; 6:6; 12:11, 17; 15:5,44
– “shock” - 1:27; 10:24, 32
– “fear” - 4:41; 5:15, 33, 36; 6:50; 9:15, 32; 

10:32; 11:18; 14:33; 16:5, 8
– “afraid” - 9:6



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 18 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 19 When he had gone a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a boat, preparing 
their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, 



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men and followed him. 
(Mark 1:16-20, NIV)



Excursus – Gospel of Mark

Jesus and his disciples went on to the 
villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the 
way he asked them, “Who do people say I 
am?” 28 They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about 
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 
(Mark 8:27-29, NIV)



– Question 1 – How do we read individual stories?
• Ask the standard story questions: 

Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  How?

• Look for interpretive clues from the author himself.

• Take note of anything that is repeated in the story.

• Pay careful attention to direct discourse.



– Question 2 – How do we read a series of stories?

• Common themes or patterns

• Logical connections (e.g., cause and effect)

• How stories are joined to together (transitions, 
conjunctions)

• Role of key characters



Special literary forms in the Gospels?

– implicit or implicit comparison

“You are the salt of the earth.” – Matthew 5:13
“You are like whitewashed tombs” – Matthew 23:27

– a truth is overstated for effect

“If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body 
to be thrown into hell.”

– Matthew 5:29



– contrast between what is 
expected and what actually happens

“And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of good 
things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry.” “But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you.’” 

-Luke 12:19-20



– questions designed to   
make a point rather than retrieve an 
answer

“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” 
– Matthew 6:27



– two or more lines of text that 
are intended to be read together

• Synonymous – lines say basically the same thing
• Contrastive – second line contrasts with the first 

line
• Developmental – second line advances thought of 

first
• What kind of parallelism is the verse below?

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”

– Matthew 7:7



– a story with two levels of 
meaning, where certain details in the story 
stand for other things

• A story where every detail stands for something 
else? A story with only one point? A story with one 
main point for each main character

Rebellious son Sinners may confess their sins and turn to God 
in repentance

Forgiving father God offers forgiveness for undeserving people

Resentful brother Those who claim to be God’s people should not 
be resentful when God extends his grace to the 
undeserving.



Conclusion

– Gospels �� good news of Jesus Christ

– Four versions of the one story of Jesus

– Christological biography

– Two interpretive questions:
• What is the main message of each story?
• What is the Gospel writer trying to say to his 

readers (and to us) by the way he connects the 
smaller stories?




